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“There is a time for evewything, and a season for eveny activity under feaven: a time to be boxn and a time to
die, a time te plant and a time to uproct...a time to tear down and a time to build, a time te weep and a time to
laugh, a time to lament and a time to cheex....” fuom Ecclesiastes 3

K cjo/cc with us that a new grandson has been born!

Caleb Daniel Neilson was born to Abigail and Daniel on March 20™. What joy to
have our second grandchild safely delivered and full of life! He’s an active little
guy, and we’ve had plenty of opportunity to spend time with him first hand. That’s
another story. You see ...

. 7_/76 /:/ood /’7’/15'./ Just a week following Caleb’s birth, the New England flood hit our area. We had

to cut up and remove the new carpet in our basement, but Dan and Abby’s basement was completely
flooded. They had nine inches of water that ruined their walls and floor, and damaged both their furnace
and washing machine beyond repair. With a newborn, and without electricity, heat or hot water at their
house, they moved in with us for the next five weeks. During that time, Dan’s Dad came down from Quebec
and helped tear down their walls, and he and Dan completely refinished their basement. And they now
have a new furnace and washing machine. God has truly brought good out of this turmoil.

No one welcomes trials, but God does go through them with us. We’re thankful to Him that we were here
and that Dan, Abby and Caleb came to stay with us. How special that time was! And it was a true joy to help
care for Caleb. It did create a very special bond between us all.

And now to cry’oﬂ spnhg./ We've greatly anticipated the blossoms on the trees we’ve planted over the

past couple of years. You can imagine how disappointed we were when our young Yoshino Cherry tree
bore only one blossom when our neighbor’s (same tree) was in full, gorgeous bloom. ® The lilacs are
beautiful, though, and the azaleas are covered with flowers. But I'm especially looking forward to the
beautiful roses from the bushes our kids gave me for Mother’s Day. Thanks family... we’ll send pictures.

New_Job Ololoori’uniiy... Medical L/Ioa/a te... §

Adam is off to Germany,
accompanied by his two
cats, Stoli and Jack! He
left from Boston on May
8™, He’s been working
as a civilian at the Naval
War College in Newport,
RI, but was invited by a
former colleague to

Some folks have asked about Vince’s health. When we
last wrote, there was nothing new to report, except his
rising PSA. Last Friday’s blood work and consultation
with his oncologist shows that the level of PSA in his
blood continues to rise, indicating that the cancer is still
growing, but there is no other physical evidence of the
disease. So he is in a “watch and wait” mode.
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for him, and we are. But we miss him a lot!
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Life continues to be much more “work” than
“family,” though. Analysis of survey data has
occupied most of Vince’s waking hours. He is so
fortunate to have an SIL colleague who has for a
number of years assisted colleagues in the
development of some research strategies for
better understanding how local communities use
(or not) the Scripture materials that are translated
and published. “After all,” Dr. Walter says, “it
would not make sense to put years of effort into
translating a New Testament and then pay little
attention to whether or to what extent the NT is
used by the people and the churches of the area.”
Vince’s dissertation committee at Boston University
has invited Dr. Walter to join his committee,
“knowing that he had done work in Cameroon and
had been assisting SIL in the development of
research tools and strategies on Scripture Use.”
What a wealth of knowledge he is, and his
statistical help has been so crucial to Vince during
this analysis stage.

The research is turning up answers to
questions like the following:

» Are some denominations more likely to use

local language Scriptures than others?

Are women more likely to use the Scriptures

than men?

Does level of education affect the likelihood

of reading the NT?

Is age a factor?

How important is it in the life of the church

that the pastor read and preach from local-

language Scriptures...?

» How many people are actually reading their
New Testaments?
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The data analysis is all but finished, but the
dissertation is far from done. The writing is in the
early stages. Please pray for creativity as Vince
writes, that the paper will be engaging as well as
enlightening. He’s not sure about a deadline at this
point since it won’t be May. Please continue to pray
that he will be diligent and dedicated to the task.
Thanks!
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The 18™ RFIS graduation will soon be history, but then--new history will be made. RFIS will be moving to its
own, purpose-built facility soon after graduation. The building supervisor has gone back to the U.S. on
home assignment, and the new super will not arrive till June. Work is progressing, the move is just around

the corner, but there is still much to be done.
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“Und my God will meet all your needs acconding to his glosiows iches in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:13
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Send Mail to: Vince & Sue Griffis, 62 Bayside Ave, Swansea, MA 02777 « vince_griffis@sil.org; sue_griffis@sil.org
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Daniel & Abigail Neilson, 19 Byron Ave, Rumford, RI 02916 + abigail.neilson@gmail.com; dneilson@gmail.com
Adam Griffis, CMR 480 Box 2245, APO AE 09128 «
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